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Report of the Mutual Security Agency 
to the Psychological strategy Board 
on the National Psychological Effort 
January 1 • Jane 30, 1953 

(Part II* Par East) 


1. Summary of Program 

A. Tasks Assigned actual Security Agency 

So tasks per s© hare been assigned MSA for the fhe East area in 
the overall peycholdgical program* In the four Par East countries partici- 
pating in the Mutual Security Program — Formosa, the Associated States of 
Indochina, rfd.3ippines and Thailand — the MSA Missions provide extensive 
technical assistance designed to strengthen both governments and oofflEunitiee 
through the improvement of public health, food production, education and 
public administration and through the sore effective utilisation of their 
national resources* 

In Formosa, MSA is also providing economic aid to counter inflationary 
pressures, to bolster the government budget and to export the military 
build-up through the importation of supplies, such as petroleum, food and 
cotton, required by the armed forces, and through the construction of joint- 
use facilities, such as roads, bridges* ports, warehouses and barracks* In 
Indochina, MSA also provide® direct military support by constructing joint-use 
facilities, assisting in the care and rehabilitation of war refugees and by 
financing relocation projects designed to aid in the pacification of North 
Viet Hem. In the Philippines, USA has the corollary task of inducing the 
fhilippine oovernaent to undertake the extensive administrative and legis- 
lative changes which the Bell Mission deemed essential to the creation of 
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political and economic stability* The psychological effecte grow out of 
tsdhnical assistance and economic aid programs. The data given in the 
following pages are presented against this background* 

8 * 90I&LS & ..foefoycd la Accomplishing These Tasks 

Wk KLeeioi as have carried on three types of informational work. 

$lret|» they have conducted general information activities designed to increase 
understanding and to secure public acceptance of the mk program, Seoond* 
th*y have disseminated specific Information in order to secure the requisite 
wide-scale participating in programs to improve health practices and agri- 
cultural techniques* Third* they hare strengthened the information services 
of the participating governments* 

T&is work has been carried on through the usual channels of prese 
and photo stories* newsreels* motion pictures and radio programs* wall news- 
papers, posters, picture leaflets* pamphlets* calendars, regular sisgastnes 
and foe like* In some instances this work has led to the establishment of 
phot© laboratories, motion picture production units, radio transmission 
stations and printing plants* 

0. Concepts of Orations in foe Jar East 

Th» high level of illitsracy haa required emphasis upon the use of 
pictorial fora® of cot aran i cation* motion pictures* posters, picture leaflets* 
csrtcen strips end exhibits, mk believes that the tangible accomplishments 
of the aid programs constitute the most convincing proof of % S, friendship 
and support* 

* MS& SmSSSi ■ & Garaging out the Assigned Tasks 
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All the Far East l-tssiens have publicized the contribution mad* 
fey USA toward improving health# food production and the general economic 
well-feeing of the people* 

la fovmm, MSA, the Joint Cbaniseion on Sural Ssoonstniction (JCIH) 
and UMS jointly sponsor the magazine 11 Harvest, " which supplies tee farming 
people with agricultural information ae veil as with international and local 
news items* Thin magazine has reamed acirculation of 1*2,000 and has been 
eo successful that it may be possible to place it upon an entirely self- 
supporting basis within the cosing year* afore than 300 farmers ' associations, 
organized with the help of the JCHR, are well-provided with USA and JGBE 
arterial such as posters and pamphlets explaining the projects undertaken by 
the JCSH* These projects and MtA activities in general are well publicized 
fey the local press and radio and enjoy wide popular support* 

In ?iet Mau, " Countryside, " the farmers* journal published by the 
Vietnamese dovernaeat with WA financing and technical assistance, has reached 
• circulation of 5&,000* MSA and USIS also sponsored a hi ghly successful 
Wthibit at the big "Eoraasse, " a fair attended by more than 1,200,000 people* 

This exhibit, based on tee these, "Toward Peace in Viet 3aa* w depicted the 
natural resources of Viet Nam, the nations friendly to Viet 3an, and tee 
military, eeonomio and productive power that supports the free world in it® 
efforts to establish peace and security* The Mission has supported the govern- 
want's information service by providing training in the use of informational 
awdla to specialists ©elected by the French and by Viet Nam* The radio 
prograae prepared with MSA assistance and designed to explain the policies of 
tb® Associated States Government® to village audiences are * Berating in popularity* 
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Is fbailead, the as# of joint mm and MSA exhibit* has expanded 
***& the Thai Government duplicating anjr of the exhibits end giving the* 
further ctrculatioa » A substantial, portion of both the town and rural popu<» 
latino see -these exhibits at numerous fairs where the response fese bees 
gratifying. . 

In the Philippines, MBA bsa sssisted the Government in developing 
its information services, thereby enabling it to increase its support among the 
peep*. Scoacwie assistance, designed to improve the- status of the fsrasr-ea* 
the*land and of the urban worker, provided in conjunction with if, s* military 
eid under the H.D.A.F., has substantially contributed to the Philippine Gevevm- 
efforta t© establish peace and order. 

s * 

*• aasttitoBmag sJm- 

®* ***» Ostades 

In Formoae, a major objective of K5A assistance is te achieve ecoocsaic 
stability which is essential to the maintenance of confidence i® the competence 
end permanence of the Potions! Government of the Republic of China. A major 
obstacle to the achievement of this objective is the necessity for supporting 
s 550,000-asn sdLUtery establishment which ashes no contribution. to the 
•eOBany of the island. 

In Indochina, the technical assistance program has been handicapped 
te sene extent by the terms of the basic agreements between France and the 
Associated States which- provide that con -French technical exper ts thal l be 
employed only when French experts are not available, this provision has 
been a serious obstacle only in the field of public administration. 
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2s the Philippines aad Thailand the major obstacles to the achieve* 
mm% e£ Mk objective* are those ioacreut la *01 underdeveloped economies — 
¥l4»»i|wa4 illiteracy, a shortage of skilled and professional workers, 
inadequate investment capital and relatively inefficient goveramatal adminis- 
tration . 

Ik the Philippines, in addition, there has been seme friction between 
the G. 3. representation end the dulrino Ocweranent resulting from the die* 
closures of the Sardis report on land tenure condition* and from char ges that 
the Americans haw been at t s sptl ag to influence the coming elections, 

8* Summary of laejor developments in the psychological yrograas during the 
importing period, 

82*3® the operations of the Far East CTMs are not a pert of an overall 
psychological program, there is nothing to report under this section. 

3* fi®iifieaot changes which have occurred since the period cohered by ties 
preceding report. (Per Eaet-Philippines , Formosa, Associated States of 
Isdo China, end Thailand) • 

Gradually during the reporting period, the taphasls of 1 the work of td»e 
J©A/taHs has moved tv os general information to more emphasis on program support 
«a4 tie build-up of the local government's information services* This 
will continue in the coming period, as MSA withdraws entirely from the area 
of general information. 

He suspension of U, S. technical assistance to Burma, at the request 
of the Burmese Government, has shown other underdevloped countries that 
American assistance programs are truly cooperative in nature end will not be 
iapssed On countries which prefer not to participate in them. 
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tfhrou^mt the Far Saat countries receiving MSA assistance there 
feaa Isaac a mmvBl increase in the use of technical assistance publications, 
with m aeecB©aaylns increase is understanding of sod respect far American 
technical acMevemeate. 

S. 

(1) Kola of Japanese 

Conditions remain s\dwtantlally unchanged since the last report, 
althou^s in Its own self •iote rest, the Rdlinlw Government is moderating 
it® hostility toward Japan* This woderatioo of attitude b#s been shows hy 
tha Govamaant's great of amnesty to Japanese war criminals held io the 
Vhllippines, by ita recently-expressed willingness to consider Use question 
Of Japanese Jaeabership la ICAO separately from it# reparations claim, by its 
extension of the barter agreement with Japes aad by tte increasing volume of 
trade between tie two countries, a tirade which on balance la favorable to the 
Philippines. Some moderation of the popular attitude is alao reported as 
evidenced by a slackening in overt demoostratioos of hoetility toward individual 
Jhpaaeaa on the streets of Manila. 

5 * ta ** a tQ T gBlaB * at A 1>oroved FSB Pleas 

^a phase of the work has bean handled by USZS* in moat instances 
the Gauntry Plan has bees developed with dose cooperation and assistance of 
MSA Officials. 
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